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February 20, 2006

Trans Health Lobby Group Statement

Regarding Hormone Therapy for Transsexual & Transgender Persons on Ontario Drug Benefit Program

According to the Ontario Ministry of Health & Long Term Care, transsexual and transgender people on the Ontario Drug Benefit Program will have continued access to hormone therapy through an expedited Section 8 process.  The Trans Health Lobby Group will monitor its implementation and continue to lobby the Ministry of Health for improved health care access in Ontario.    

The Fall 2005 Drug Programs Branch Bulletin announced that Ontario Drug Benefit coverage of hormone replacement therapy products would be restricted due to evidence that indicated the risks of long term hormone use outweighed the benefits.  Community members, including The Trans Health Lobby Group, informed the Ministry of Health of the serious impact this restriction would have upon the lives of low-income transsexual persons. The Ministry has responded with this announcement regarding the expedited Section 8 process effective March 1, 2006. 

Susan Gapka

Chair, Trans Health Lobby Group 

Rainbow Health Network

gapka_gp@yahoo.com
416-760-2776 

Additional Information: 

From:  Ministry of Health & Long Term Care

The Section 8 criteria for HRT products in transsexual/transgender patient are as follows:

Oral estrogen products (Premarin, Ogen and C.E.S.):

Approval will be granted for transsexual/transgender patients.

Duration of approval: lifetime

Transdermal estrogen products (i.e., patches) for transsexuals will only be considered if similar criteria are met as for menopausal women (i.e., those who are unable to absorb or take oral products [e.g., short gut syndrome, inability to swallow]).

Oral and injectable testosterone products:

Approval will be granted for transsexual/transgender patients.

Duration of approval: lifetime

Transdermal testosterone products: No consideration (internal rejection) for transsexual/transgender patients.

From: Drug Programs Branch

General information on the Section 8 process. A PDF is attached to this e-mail: http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/pub/drugs/section8.html
Generic Section 8 request form. Suggest that physicians use this form to request coverage for their patients. A PDF is also attached. (Click on the first one: "Request for an Unlisted Drug Product-ICR: Section 8"): http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/public/forms/form_menus/odb_fm.html
General ODB website where the information Bulletins are posted (for HRT, click on "Fall 2005 No.1"; for testosterone, click on "Fall 2005 No.2"): http://www.health.gov.on.ca/english/providers/program/drugs/odbf_mn.html
Anyone with general inquiries about the ODB program can call 416-327-8109, or toll-free 1-866-811-9893.
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