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Moderator

Fran Odette
Fran Odette is a member of the Rainbow Health Network Education Committee, and a co-author of RHN’s Training for Change: An Integrated Anti-Oppression Framework. She is a trainer/educator on sex and disability for service providers and those of us living with disabilities. She was on the Steering Committee of the Lesbians and Breast Cancer Project. Fran is the Program Manager of the Women with Disabilities/Deaf Women’s Program at Springtide Resources (formerly Education Wife Assault). Fran works on issues regarding inclusion of persons living with disabilities in the LGBTTIQ community and is a co-author of “The Ultimate Guide to Sex and Disability.” 

Ellen Hibbard

Ellen Hibbard is a Deaf fourth year Ph.D. candidate at Ryerson University in Communications and Culture in Toronto. Her research focus is video technology online use in the Deaf community.  She received Bachelors of Science from Rochester Institute of Technology/National Technology Institute of Technology for the Deaf in 1997. In 2004, she received Masters of Science from University of Rochester in Genetics, Genomics, and Development. She taught science in a Deaf residential school in the U.S. prior to moving to Toronto. 

She advocates passionately about cultural understanding between hearing and deaf communities. She joined ORAD as president in 2008 to support Deaf LGBTTIQQ2S community. Ellen has presented internationally about Deaf access issues in health care and education. She also currently serves on Advisory Committee for Ryerson University to make changes for access in education for Deaf people at Ryerson University.

Jessica Yee

A proud Two Spirit youth, Jessica Yee is the founder and Executive Director of the Native Youth Sexual Health Network, the first and only organization of its kind in North America by and for Indigenous youth working within the full spectrum of sexual and reproductive health throughout the continent. Jessica is currently serving as the first Chair of the National Aboriginal Youth Council at the Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network, the International Indigenous HIV/AIDS Working Group, and is the co-chair of the North American region for the Global Indigenous Youth Caucus at the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. She is a strong believer in the power of the youth voice and agency, and you can see her writing on sites like the Racialicious, or pick up her recently released book "Sex Ed and Youth: Colonization, Communities of Colour, and Sexuality" and look for her upcoming book in Winter 2011 "Deconstructing the Academic Industrial Complex of Feminism: Feminist Education Now - Youth, Activism, and Intersectionality". She is the 2009 recipient of the YWCA Young Woman of Distinction award, named one of 20 International Women's Health Heroes by Our Bodies/Our Blog and was recently awarded the Miziwe Biik Aboriginal Youth Entrepreneur Award for her founding of the Native Youth Sexual Health Network. 
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