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Fact Sheet 

Trans Rights are Human Rights! 

Canadian Human Rights Act Amendment (Gender Identity)

· The Government of Canada needs to take a stand against transphobia and discrimination against trans people by amending the adding Canadian Human Rights Act to include “Gender Identity”.

· Gender Identity would protect trans people (a term that includes, but is not limited to, transsexual and transgender persons). 

· Gender Identity refers not to biological sex or sexual orientation, but the inner sense of being male or female, or both, or neither, or in between.

· Only two Canadian jurisdictions have explicitly enumerated human rights protection for trans people: The North West Territories and the City of Toronto. 
· Trans people experience, transphobia, a form of discrimination directed against trans people based on fear, ignorance and hatred.  An example of this is ‘transbashing’, similar to gay bashing, and involves physical and/or sexual violence directed against trans people. 

· In 1999, trans activists in San Francisco created the first Trans Day of Remembrance (Remembering Our Dead (www.rememberingourdead.org) to commemorate the lives of trans persons who were brutally murdered as a result of transphobia.  Today, this event is recognised in cities across the globe every November 20. 

· Egale Canada (www.egale.ca) released HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION FOR TRANS PEOPLE A simple matter of equality and Underinclusiveness and the Canadian Human Rights Act: Through the Looking Glass: the Vriend Decision and Beyond in December 2004 based upon a National Trans Consultation funded by the non defunct Court Challenges Program. 

· The Ontario Human Rights Commission noted: “There are, arguably, few groups in society today who are as disadvantaged and disenfranchised as the transgendered community. Transphobia combined with the hostility of society to the very existence of transgendered people are fundamental human rights issues” (Policy on Discrimination and Harassment because of Gender Identity, March 30, 2000. p. 2; Toward a Commission Policy on Gender Identity; Discussion Paper; October 1999. p. 42).

· "By adding the ground ‘gender identity’ to the Code, there would be no doubt legally or politically that transgendered people have the same protections as everyone else." (Toward a Commission Policy on Gender Identity; Discussion Paper; Ontario Human Rights Commission; October 1999. p. 31).

· In 2000 The La Forest Report unanimously recommended explicit protection for trans people in the Canadian Human Rights Act. The panel noted that there is currently some protection for trans people under the grounds of sex and disability, but stated “to leave the law as it stands would fail to acknowledge the situation of transgendered individuals and allow the issues to remain invisible.” 

· On May 17, 2005, New Democratic Party MP, Bill Siksay, introduced Bill C-392, a private member’s bill that would add both gender identity and gender expression to the Canadian Human Rights Act. This bill died when the Federal Election was called for January 23, 2006. 

· On December 11, 2007 New Democratic Party MP Bill Siksay introduced C-326, a second private member’s bill that would add both gender identity and gender expression to the Canadian Human Rights Act. He also introduced hate propaganda protections for trans people in the criminal code. 

· To date, the Canadian Government has failed to amend the Canadian Human Rights Code to include ‘gender identity’.  Now is the time to deliver on Trans Human Rights!!!
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